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The worldwide tablet market fell an additional 16% in Q2 2016, as shipments dropped to their lowest point 

in three years. 35 million tablets shipped in Q2, as Apple managed to increase its share to 28% at the top 

of the market. Samsung continues to occupy the second spot, shipping almost 6 million units for a 16% 

share of the market. Lenovo and Huawei took the third and fourth spots, with both shipping just over 2 

million units and taking 7% and 6% market share respectively. Android shipments suffered the biggest hit, 

falling some 23% globally, as volumes were impacted by significant declines in many Asia Pacific and Latin 

American markets. 

‘Competition from smart phones and, more recently, convertible two-in-one PCs has resulted in the 

weakness we currently see in the consumer segment, particularly cheap slate tablets running Android,’ 

said Wilmer Ang, Canalys Research Analyst. ‘Top-tier brands Dell, HP and Sony have all but given up in this 

space, while the likes of Huawei, Lenovo and Samsung try to leverage their brands and premium designs to 

hold on to higher price points.’ 

Away from the consumer market there are some positives points that indicate a slightly brighter future for 

tablet vendors.  

‘Microsoft’s Surface Pro and the iPad Pro have confirmed that there is a growing demand for detachable 

tablets in business,’ added Research Analyst TuanAnh Nguyen. ‘We are not going to see B2B demand 

propel tablet shipments to the heights of previous quarters. But the ongoing transition to Windows 10 and 

the arrival of multitasking in Android Nougat should provide an opportunity for vendors to capitalize on 

selling tablets and their associated services to businesses.’ 
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About Canalys 

Canalys is an independent analyst company that strives to guide clients on the future of the technology 

industry and to think beyond the business models of the past. We deliver smart market insights to IT, 

channel and service provider professionals around the world. Our customer-driven analysis and consulting 

services empower businesses to make informed decisions and generate sales. We stake our reputation on 

the quality of our data, our innovative use of technology and our high level of customer service. 

Receiving updates 

To receive media alerts directly, or for more information about our events, services or custom research 

and consulting capabilities, please complete the contact form on our web site. 

Alternatively, you can e-mail press@canalys.com or call +1 650 681 4488 (Palo Alto, California, USA), +65 

6671 9399 (Singapore), +86 21 2225 2888 (Shanghai, China) or +44 118 984 0520 (Reading, UK). 
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